	
  

BOSCO SODI: MALPAÍS
143 N. Robertson Blvd., Los Angeles
August 25 through October 8, 2016
NEW YORK, July 28, 2016 – Paul Kasmin Gallery, Brandon
Davis, and Jose Mestre are pleased to announce Bosco Sodi:
Malpaís, the artist’s first solo exhibition in Los Angeles, on view
beginning August 25 at 143 N. Robertson Blvd., Los Angeles.
Curated by Matthew Schum, the exhibition will present a
selection of Sodi’s solid clay cubes, volcanic rocks and object
paintings.
Malpaís references the term used in Spanish-speaking regions
for a rough and barren landscape, or "badland,” bringing to mind
the richly pigmented and textured, monumental paintings for
which Bosco Sodi is known.	
   The artist creates dense
monochromes using raw pigment mixed with sawdust, wood
pulp, natural fibers, and glue, which he applies, layer by layer, to
large canvases. As the pieces dry, the surfaces begin to crack.
Well-known antecedents of color field painting here telescope
into the beauty of badlands, as seen from miles above the earth.
The results are aesthetic and otherworldly, like the desert itself. Malpaís presents a renewal of abstraction in the
ongoing compression of a familiar yet distant topography.	
  
Made at his home in Oaxaca, Sodi’s solid clay cubes are cut from the ground, combining raw earth with water and
sand to produce the material. The faces and corners of the cubes are smoothed by hand, resulting in an imperfect
geometry that bears the results of the process. Each half-a-meter tall, the cubes are stacked in columns, producing
precarious architectural forms through which the viewers can move. Notes Noguchi Museum curator Dakin Hart,
“the only thing they contain is earth; they are vessels for and of their own substance.”
Created by another form of extraction and manipulation of natural materials, Sodi’s volcanic rock sculptures source
dried volcanic magma from the Ceboruco volcano in Mexico, bringing recent geological formations with ancient and
precious metals, in the form of the gold or red ceramic glaze which encases them. Each rock is selected for their
formal qualities, then glazed and fired at extremely high temperatures for three days, altering their surface texture
and creating an incongruity between the setting and the source, and the exterior and core, of each piece.
Bosco Sodi (b. 1970, Mexico City) has exhibited his work internationally and throughout the United States. His
works are in significant public and private collections including JUMEX Collection, México; Vitra Museum,
Switzerland; Deutsche Bank Collection, New York, USA; IBM Building, New York, USA; Murderme, London and the
De la Cruz Collection, Puerto Rico. Notable exhibitions include Cubes at Galerie EIGEN+ART, Berlin; Yūgen at
Blain|Southern, London; Museum of Stones, The Noguchi Museum, New York (2015); Pangea (2010) at the Bronx
Museum, New York; and Ubi Sunt (2011) at The Pace Gallery, New York. Sodi is also the founder of Fundación
Casa Wabi, an art centre in Oaxaca, Mexico dedicated to promoting the exchange of ideas between international
artists of different disciplines. Designed by Japanese architect Tadao Ando, the foundation also develops
opportunities for art education with local communities.
Image: Bosco Sodi, Untitled, 2016, mixed media over canvas, 150 x 150 cm. Photo credit: Kevin Kunstadt
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